Getting Started with...

Jce

The first module, which we begin in September, is Industrialisation and the people: Britain, c1783—-1885 focusing on the change
brought on by the industrial revolution. The second module we’ll begin after Christmas, The American Dream: reality and illusion, 1945-1980:
a depth study focusing on the extent to which Americans achieved the ‘American Dream’ during that period.

History

Welcome!

During the A-Level History course you study two modules, plus a piece of coursework.

How to prepare for A-level History:

Here you can find a link to the specification to give you an idea of the range of topics you will study:
https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/subject-content/1f-industrialisation-and-the-people-britain,-c17831885
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042/subject-content/2g-the-american-dream-reality-and-illusion,-19451980

Read around the topics online or watch relevant clips online. Some examples are:
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?time-period=empire-and-industry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLhNPOqp38Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9BdVHCuNPs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9C72ISMF DO

Have a go at completing the source exercises that follow. The structure is what we would need to see at A-Level, but the content is based on what you have
already studied for GCSE.

Looking ahead: Find out more about careers that use your skills as a historian - https://online.flowpaper.com/79590737/History20/

Any questions? Contact us on JC6@hajc.leics.sch.uk

continued.....
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What do A-Level source questions look like?

At A-Level there are two different types of source question. One looks at historians’ interpretations and requires you to evaluate how convincing that
interpretation is based on the knowledge you have. This is very similar to the interpretation questions you have already done at GCSE. The second question is

based on Primary sources and you need to look at the Provenance (who wrote it) and in what context it was written, so you need to apply your own knowledge.
This is very similar to the source work you have been doing for Germany.

Paper 1 — Britain Paper 2 - America

Breadth paper Depth paper

You will need to show a range of examples over time. You will need to show more in depth examples.

Secondary sources Primary sources

Must use knowledge to evaluate a historian’s opinion Must look at the provenance/tone and context to assess

how valuable the source is.

Questions stem: How convincing is this interpretation Question stem: How valuable is this source to a historian

studying.........




Paper 1 Skills
How convincing is this interpretation to a historian

studying the origins of the Cold War

Interpretation C US historian John Lewis Gaddis, writing in 1997.

Here, then, was the difficulty after the war. The Western democracies wanted a form of
security that would reject violence. Security was to be for everyone, it was not to be a

benefit denied to some in order to provide it to others. Stalin saw things very differently:
security came only by intimidating or eliminating potential challengers. The contrast, or
50 it would seem, made conflict unavoidable. J

Summarise the source (include the argument/ point of view of author)

Context: What were relevant events? What contextual knowledge could
you use?

What arguments in the source are convincing based on whatyou
know?

What arguments in the source could you challenge based on what
you know?

Overallhow convincing is the argument?




Paper 1 Skills
How convincing is this interpretation to a historian
studying the Cold War

America’s leaders often whipped up Cold War fears that were very exaggerated, These at times frightened
its allies but also deepened divisions at home. However, whether the Cold War could have been managed
much less dangerously is doubtful. This is because of the way Stalin and his successors operated, and
because of the refusal of American policy-makers to retreat from their grand expectations of their role in the

post-war world.

From ‘Grand Expectations’, written by the US historian James Patterson and published in the USA in 1996.

Summarise the source (include the argument/ pointof view of author)

Context: What were relevant events? What contextual knowledge could
you use?

What arguments in the source are convincing based on whatyou
know?

What arguments in the source could you challenge based on what
you know?

Overall how convincingis the argument?




Paper 1 Skills
How convincing is this interpretation to a historian
studying appeasement

Interpretation A

After March 1939 British attempts to build a barrier to Hitler’s expansion were either half-hearted or too
late. Led by Chamberlain, the government chose not to deter Hitler. Chamberlain’s powerful, stubborn
personality and his skill in debate probably held back serious chances of preventing the Second World War.
From ‘Chamberlain and Appeasement’ by British historian Robert Parker, published in Britain in 1993.

Summarise the source (include the argument / pointof view of author)

Context: What were relevant events? What contextual knowledge could
you use?

What argumentsin the source are convincing based on whatyou
know?

What arguments in the source could you challenge based on what
you know?

Overall how convincingis the argument?




Paper 2 Skills

Source 4: Joseph Goebbels, The Womanhood (1934)

How valuable is Source 4 to a historian studying the Our displacement of women from public life occurs solely to restore their essential

role of women in Nazi Germany? dignity to them... It is not because we did not respect women enough but because we
respected them too much that we kept them out of the miasma of parliamentary
democracy.

Summarise the source (include the argument ' point of view of author] Content Provenance
Wheat does the souscs say that's relevant to the question? Who e fwrots it? How does that affect the vakie?

Wiy did they makesfwrite it? How doss that affect the value?

Tome: How doss D comanamnicane the informathon ? How doss that

Context: What were relavant avents? affect the value? ‘When was it made/written? What going on then, before,
after? How does this affect the valie?

Wihera wias it madeSwritien ! Wy was this sgnificant? How
does this affect the valuws?

Overall value
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How valuable is Source 5 to a historian studying the
experience of young people in Mazi Germany?

(Source 5) Adalf Hitler, speech at the Nuremberg Rally (10th September, 1935)

In our eyes the German boy of the future must be slender and supple, swift as greyhounds, tough as leather
and hard as Krupp steel. We must bring up a new type of human being, men and girls whe are disciplined and
healthy to the core. We have undertaken to give the German people an education that begins already in youth
and will never come to an end,., Mobody will be able to say that he has a time in which he is left entirely alone
to himself.

Summarise the source (include the argument / point of view of author]

Content: What weare relevant events?

Content Provenance
wWihat does the sowrca say that's relevant 1o the question? Who madae fwnote iTF How does that affect the value?

Wy did they makewrite it? How doss that affect the value?

Tone: How dosas It comamuinicate the information? How doses that
affect the value? ‘When was it madefwritten? What going on then, before,
after? How does this affect the value?

Wihera was it made written? Wiy was this significant? How
does this affect the walw=?

Cwverall value




How valuable is Source 3 to a historian studying the
hyperinflation in Weimar Germany?

(Source 3) Daily Express (24th February, 1923)

& Berlin couple who were about to celebrate their golden wedding received an official letter advising them that
the mayor, in accordance with Prussian custom, would call and present them with a donation of money, Mext
maorning the mayor, accompanied by several aldermen in picturesque robes, arrived at the aged couple's
house, and solemnly handed over in the name of the Prussian State, 1,000,000,000,000 marks or oneg
halfpenmy:

Summarise the source (include the argument / point of view of author]

Contest: What weare relevant avents?

Lontent Provenance
What does the sosce say that's relevant to the question? =~ Who made Swrote it? How does that affect the value?

Wy diid they makesfwrite it? How doss that affect the value?

Tosne: How doses IE commanicate the information T How deses that
affect the value? ‘When vwas it madefwritten? What going on then, before,

after? How does this affect the value?

Wihese was it madefwritten ! Why was this sgnlflcant? How
does this affect the valus=?

Owverall value

C 1*
IIIII|I|I|I|I|I|I|I|




How valuable is Source 15 to a historian studying the
opposition to the Nazis in Nazi Germany?

[Source 15) Extract fram the second leaflet published by the White Rose Group [lune, 1942)

Since the conguest of Poland three hundred thousand lews have been murdered inthis country in the most bestial way. Here we
gee the most frightful crime against human digning, a crime that ls unparalleled in the whole of histongs . Allmale offspring of the
houses of the nobility betweean the ages of fiftesn and Deenty were transpored to concentrathon campes in Germany and
sentenced to forced labsor, and all gifls of this age proupwers sent to Morway, inte the bordellos of the 55 The German paople
slurnbeer on bn their dull, stupid sleep and encourage these fascist eriminals; they glve them the opportunity to canny on thelr
depredations; and of course they do o, But now, now that we have recognized them forwhat they are, itmust be the sole and
first duty, the hollest duty of every German to destroy these beasts,

Summarise the source (include the argument /f point of view of author]

Content: What ware relavant avents?

Coantent Provenance
What does the sowncs say that's relevant 1o the question? = Wihoomade Swnote P How does that affect the value?

‘why diid the=y maksfwrite it? How do=s that affect the value?

Tone: How doss it comanunicate the information? How dess that
affect the value? ‘When was it madafwritten? What going on then, before,

aftes? How does this affect the value?

Wiherg was it madeferitten T Wy was this signiflcant? How
does this affect the valu=?

Cwerall value
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How valuable is Source 3 to a historian studying the
terror in Weimar Germany?

|%) & anesch driwar witnesssd the RIEng of Jess by the Schatz Stafainal (55) ab Bald Ve in tha Sovial Usion in Segdem ber 1941,

O the wey Shere we reeriook lews carning bpgege manching on foot in the same direction that we were reveling, There were whole families. The farther we gof out of fown the derser The
columms bacame i watched what happened whan the iess - man, worman and childran - armived. The Ukrainiars Bd tham past & numbes of different places wham one aftar the other they
had o remove their lugpape, then their costs, thoes and overgerments snd abo underwear. They abo had bo leese their valushles in o designated place. Thene was 3 spacial pile for asch
wrtick of dothing. ital happened very quickly and arpna who hisiated was kickad or pushesd by tha Ukrsinians b kiap tham modng. | don't think it wes ewsan a mine frem tha tima asch
teew ook off his coat before he was standing there completely naked, Wo distinction s mode between men, women and childran. One would hesse thought thet the lees that came ater
woikl havs had a chance 1o 10 Back when they saw Tha others in from of tham hedng o undress. it @il srpeses me teday that this did noT happen.

Onee undresed, the lews were b=d into 3 revine which wes sbout 150 mebers. long, 30 meters wide and a3 good 15 meters deep. Two or three narow entrances led fothis redne through
which the sws wana chanmabad. Valsan they reachad 1ha botzom of 1ha ravine Thay wire sezed by membsars of the Schutzpolivs] and mada telke down on top of jews who had araady baen
shot, Thie all heppened werp quickly The corpses were iRerally n bayers. & poloe maraman came song and shot each Jew in the neds with & sibmachine gun st the spot whene be W hing.
vetan thiliwss reachad tha ravine thay weee s shocked by tha horrifying scene that thesy complataly lost thair will = may @san hasa baen that the less thancevis Ly down in rows 1o Wt
b b hist.

Summarise the source inclede the argument J point of view of author]

Lontent Provenance
Wheat does the sounce say that's relayvant 1o the queestion? Wiho made fwnote 7 How does that affect the value?

Wy diid thesy makefwrite it? How does that affect the value?

Tome! How doss [t osmmundcate the information? How does that

Content: What were relavant avents?

affact the value?
Wihen was it made N written T What golng on then, befona,
after? How does this affect the value?

‘Whera was it madsSwritten ? Why was this significant? How
dioes this affect the valsa?

Owverall value




How valuable is Source 1 to a historian studying the
growth of the Nazi Party in Germany?

{Source 1) Ernst Hanfstaengel first met Anton Drexlerin 1922,

Anton Drexler, the original founder of the Party, was there most evenings, but by this time he was only its
honorary president and had been pushed more or less to one side, & blacksmith by trade, he had a trade union
background and although it was he who had thought up the original idea of appealing to the workers with a
patriotic programme, he disapproved strongly of the street fighting and violence which was slowly becoming a
factor in the Party's activities and wanted to build up as a working-class movement in an orderly fashion.

Summarise the scurce (include the argument [/ point of view of author]

Conbext: What ware relavant gvents?

Ciontent Provenance
wWhat does the sosnce say that's releyvant 1o the question? Who made fwrote iT? How does that affect the walue?

Wiy did they maksfwrite it? How doss that affect the value?

Tone: How does IE comamainecate the nformation? How does that
affact the value?

When weas It madewrithen ? What golng on then, befors,
after? How does this affect the value?

‘Whers was it madeSwritten? Whywas this significant? How
does this affect the valea?

Overall value




Extension Level

Paper 1 Skills

How convincing is this interpretation to a
historian studying of the economy of the
Weimar Republic in the years 1919 to
19287

Extract A

Germany suffered economically because of the terms of the Paris Peace Settlement. Reduced trade and a permanent
loss of an important part of the industrial base limited the room for possible German economic growth. Economic
growth also fell because of the level of wage settlements and because of the political strength of the labour unions.
Germany's future looked bleak by 1928 and businessmen scaled back their investments. The lower level of investment
in the later 1920s, when the Weimar Republic is generally thought to have been most prosperous, was also due to the
reaction of the financial system to Germany's post-war inflation. Savers had lost a great deal of money and suffered a

major blow to their confidence.

Adapted from H James, Economic Reasons for the Collapse of the Weimar Republic, 1990

Summarise the source (include the argument / point of view of author)

What arguments in the source are convincing based on whatyou
know?

Context: What were relevant events? What contextual knowledge could

you use?

What arguments in the source could you challenge based on what
you know?

Overall how convincingis the argument?




Extension Level

Paper 1 Skills

How convincing is this interpretationto a
historian studying Nazi policies towards
the workers in the years 1933 to 1939.

Extract A

From a speech by Robert Ley, leader of the German Labour Front, to the annual meeting of the ‘Strength Through Joy’
organisation, on the anniversary of its establishment, November 1934,

It was the Fuhrer who, as usual, set the tone. He said, “| want every worker to be guaranteed sufficient vacation time
and | want all his free time to be genuinely relaxing”. This will of the Fiihrer was like a sacred command. This is why we
have undertaken a systematic organisation of workers into the Labour Front. The essence of life cannot be reduced to a
simple matter of bread and butter or to one of wage issues. We have learned, rather, that life is a sum of many things —
participation in culture, taking in the sights of splendour that our Fatherland has to offer, the design of the workplace,
keeping the body physically fit, awakening folkloric customs, traditions, and sensibilities. Never before in history has an
upheaval of this overwhelming magnitude been achieved and yet this is the miracle of what we have done. And so it is,
that after not even two years in existence, Strength Through Joy is a resounding success.

Summarise the source (include the argument/ pointof view of author) What arguments in the source are convincing based on whatyou What arguments in the source could you challenge based on what

know? you know?

Context: What were relevantevents? What contextual knowledge could

you use?

Overall how convincing is the argument?




